Nonsurgical management of gallbladder cancer: cytotoxic treatment and radiotherapy.
Carcinoma of the gallbladder is a rare tumor entity. Apart from surgical intervention, there is no therapeutic measure with curative potential. Therefore, patients with advanced--i.e., unresectable or metastatic-disease present a difficult problem to clinicians, whether to choose a strictly symptomatic treatment or expose the patient to the side effects of potentially ineffective treatment. Despite anecdotal reports about symptomatic palliation and survival advantages, only unrandomized Phase II studies too small to draw meaningful conclusions have been published thus far. Since there is no standard therapy for advanced gallbladder cancer, patients should be offered the opportunity to participate in controlled clinical trials.